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Ryan Corner Wind Farm Community Engagement 

Committee  

Meeting date Monday 6 May 2024 

Meeting time and location 6.30pm at the Port Fairy Senior Citizens Centre 

1. Acknowledgement of Country 
 

2. Present 
 
Cr Jordan Lockett (Chair) 
Jacinta Coffey, Community Representative 
Brian Riordan, Community Representative 
Camino Cabanillas, GPG Project Manager, Ryan Corner Wind Farm 
Debra Dumesny, GPG Community and Stakeholder Engagement Officer 
Haridian Cabrera, GPG Community Stakeholder Engagement and Local Economic 
Development (Guest) 
James McKenzie, Teacher, Engineering Composites, Federation TAFE Ballarat (Guest, via 
Teams link) 
 

Vicki Askew-Thornton, CEC Responsible Officer, Moyne Shire 

3. Apologies 

John Donohue, Community Representative 
 

4. Declarations of Interest 

Nil. 

5. Confirmation of Minutes of 19 June 2023 meeting 

Moved by Jacinta Coffey, seconded by Cr Lockett that the minutes of the CEC meeting held 
on 4 December 2023 be accepted.       CARRIED 
       
6.  Business arising from the previous Minutes 

Who Item/Action 

GPG Provide information on whether the turbine blades contain Bisphenol 
A and whether it breaks down over time. 

 

James McKenzie, Teacher, Engineering Composites, Federation TAFE Ballarat provided the 
following information about Bisphenol A: 

- There are 2 types of blades - Epoxy (Polyepoxyide) and Polyester, which are both 
types of polymer. Epoxy blades contain more Bisphenol A. 

- When it is used properly to make a resin, it becomes a new product – a compound, 
and the risks are very much reduced. 

- 70% of Bisphenol A is in plastic drink containers, take away containers etc. 
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- Turbine blades erode slowly, and small amounts of Bisphenol A particles will be 
released as a result. 

- Epoxy based resins are very fire resistant. 
- There haven’t been enough peer-reviewed studies done to ascertain if Bisphenol A 

particles released can affect beef cattle meat, waterways etc. 
- Bisphenol released as dust whilst blades are being repaired and eroded is dispersed 

widely. 
 

 
 
Refer to Attachments 1 and 2 for examples. 
 

- GPG will commence this process during the second half of 2024. 
- The 10km scope for invitations will not include the Port Fairy township. 
- GPG will aim for a cross section of age, gender, background, community involvement 

etc when reviewing applications for the fund committee. 
 
7. Correspondence Incoming 

Dates received Item/s Attachment 
Number 

December, January, 
February, March, April 

GPG RCWF construction updates  

19 February, 2 March, 
29 April 

GPG RCWF newsletters  

 

8. Correspondence Outgoing 

Nil. 

9. Reports: 

9.1 GPG Project Update 
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- One foundation needed to be replaced, which has been completed. 

- All turbines should be erected within the next 2 weeks. 

- The transmission line will be re-energised next week. 

- AEMO has granted temporary approval for the testing of 5MW at a time – turbine by 

turbine. This will start next week. 

- The next AEMO approval will allow sequential hold-point testing to commence for 

each of the 8 collector groups of turbines. 

- Brian asked about the lighting at the onsite substation. GPG noted that the lights will 

be switched off if staff are not there. 
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9.2 Community Representatives: 
 

Jacinta asked when noise monitoring will commence. GPG responded that it will 
commence as soon as testing of the first turbine starts. 
Council requested that clear information be included in upcoming project 
communications regarding noise monitoring. The information should explain what the 
Permit requires in terms of the timing of noise compliance monitoring and clarify if and 
how the results of the monitoring done during testing (before the wind farm becomes 
fully operational) will be used for noise reporting as required by the Permit. 
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Brian asked about state revenue taxes on turbines. GPG will follow up and provide 
information at the next meeting. 

 
9.3 Council: 

 
Nothing further. 

 

10. General business 

 
 

Next meeting – Monday 15 July 2024, 6.30pm at the Senior Citizens Centre, Port Fairy 

Confirmed this   …..… / ……………… / …..… 

Chair …………………………………. 
Minutes are to be registered in Moyne Shire’s electronic document management system by the 

committee reporting officer  

immediately following the Minutes’ confirmation and signing 
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