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Hawkesdale Wind Farm Community Engagement Committee  

Meeting date Monday 4 September 2023 

Meeting time and location 5.30pm at the Hawkesdale Memorial Hall 

1. Welcome 

2. Present 

Cr Damian Gleeson (Chair) 
Maxine Keane, Community Representative  
John Bos, Community Representative  
Anne–Maree Huglin, HADDAC Representative 
Bruce Mirtschin, Community Representative 
Debra Dumesny, GPG Community and Stakeholder Engagement Officer 
Haridian Cabrera, GPG Community Stakeholder Engagement and Local Economic 
Development 
 

Vicki Askew-Thornton, CEC Responsible Officer, Moyne Shire 

3. Apologies 

George Swarbrick, Community Representative 
Liana Blake, Community Representative 
 

4. Declarations of Interest 

Nil. 

5. Confirmation of Minutes of 24 July 2023 meeting 

Moved by Anne–Maree Huglin, seconded by Maxine Keane that the minutes of the CEC 
meeting held on 24 July 2023 be accepted.      CARRIED 
  
6. Actions and business arising from the previous Minutes 

Responsible Action 

GPG Provide the CEC with a copy of the endorsed BAMP when it has been 
endorsed by the Minister for Planning. 

Outcome: The BAMP has not yet been endorsed. (Refer to slide 1 
below for more detail) 

  
Council Submit the CEC recommendation at Section 9.1 (Page 3) to Council. 

Outcome: The recommendation will be considered by Council at its 
26 September Council meeting. 
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Regarding the landscaping program and neighbour deeds: 

- The landscaping program is a condition of the Permit. 

- As stated in the January CEC minutes, anybody has the right to complain about the 
wind farm. 
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Regarding the BAMP: 

- John noted that some local people have entered Brolga sightings into the Victorian 
Biodiversity Atlas (VBA) but haven’t received a reply from the Department that their 
entries have been successfully logged. 

- Anne-Maree commented that the data in the most recent bat and avifauna survey report 
doesn’t seem to have been reviewed, and the report is unclear on what distance from 
the site the surveys were done. Maxine added that there are existing species that are 
not listed in the report. 

- GPG clarified that: 

o The BAMP will be an endorsed management plan that relates to the operational 
stage of the wind farm. 

o DEECA has not questioned the results of the surveys that have been 
undertaken. 

o GPG’s planning and environmental consultants liaise with DEECA during the 
BAMP review process. 

- Cr Gleeson referred to the recommendation from the previous CEC meeting which will 
be considered at the September Council meeting. 

 

Other items: 

- GPG will consider requests for raw noise data on a case-by-case basis. 

- It was noted that some light vehicles are still leaving the site with warning lights flashing. 
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7. Correspondence Incoming 

Date Item Attachment 
Number 

26 July Unconfirmed minutes emailed to CEC members  

24 July,16&22 
August 

HDWF construction updates from GPG  

14 August HDWF July newsletter from GPG  

 

8. Correspondence Outgoing 

Nil. 

 

9. Reports: 

9.1 Community Representatives 

- GPG clarified that a turbine cannot be closer than 1km to an existing dwelling. 
- Bruce will have two transmission lines on his property and asked if any more 

compensation would be offered. GPG responded that compensation payments 
were finalised when the turbine easements were secured some years ago. 

- Bruce asked if turbine host landholders have a say if the proposed size and 
numbers of turbines change over time. GPG responded that any changes require 
a detailed re-negotiation process. Agreements are based on the generation 
capacity of turbines, not the number. 

 
9.2 GPG Project Update: 
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Summary of further discussion: 

- Each nacelle weighs 130 tonnes. When a nacelle arrives at the site, road grime is 
removed with a pressure washer. 

- Each turbine requires 9 over-dimensional load deliveries. The delivery trucks are fully 
escorted and traffic control is in place for each trip. 
Brendan will check that over-dimensioal deliveries are abiding by local school bus 
avoidance measures as required. 

- Turbine erection hours may be extended into the early evening at times, depending on 
wind conditions. 

- The operations and mainternance building will be located near the onsite substation 
once construction is finished. 
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- If an individual has an idea for a community project, it was suggested they approach a 

local community organisation to discuss it. 
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9.3 Council: 

Nothing to report. 

 

10. General business 

10.1 Maxine raised the recent turbine fire at the Yambuk Wind Farm. 
 Council has been advised by the CFA and Pacific Blue that the fire started and 

remained inside one of the nacelles. 
Council is requesting that wind farm developers in Moyne make clear information 
available to the public in the coming months about their fire response plans and 
mitigation measures. 
GPG will provide information via its regular newsletter. 
 

10.2 Anne-Maree asked about the process for inviting guests to meetings. 
The Chair will consider requests if they are made to the Responsible Officer at 
least 7 days before a meeting. 
Questions on notice must be provided to the Responsible Officer at last 7 days 
before a meeting in order to be included in the agenda. 

 
Next meeting – Monday 23 October 2023, 5.30pm at the Hawkesdale Memorial Hall – 

Supper Room 

 

Confirmed this   …..… / ……………… / …..… 

Chair …………………………………. 
Minutes are to be registered in Moyne Shire’s electronic document management system by the committee 

reporting officer immediately following the Minutes’ confirmation and signing 

 


